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Wegmans offering glass of wine SPONSORED BY ﬁcﬁmmmﬁsr

Christina Remaly, the Cafe Manager at Wegmans, demonstrates "Wine by the glass" on Thursday.
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I was having lunch with a few friends atthe Wegmans in Allentown
several months ago when somebody jokingly said it would be
good to have the meal with some wine.

I guess the idea is on the minds of manydiners now that the
grocer has added a wine-by-the-glass feature atits Allentown
store — one of the firstin Pennsylvania with the service.

The wine pours from a glass and metal vending machine
bookended by wine glasses in the dining area of the store.

Customers can purchase white and red wines with a prepay card
ata cost of $6 to $10 for a 5-ounce glass. You can get a 2.5-ounce
fill of wine for about half that price and a "sample" for $1 to $2. The
Allentown machine is loaded with eight wines, including Hob Nob
Chardonnay, Covey Run Riesling, Smoking Loon Pinot Grigio, Hob H
Nob Pinot Noir, Blackstone Merlot and Yellow Tail Cabernet. Send us a news tlp

You can also email us at new s@mcall.com.
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Allentown is one of the "testing sites" for the wine-by-the-glass
feature. It was notimmediately known if the Wegmans in Lower
Nazareth Township or Hanover Township, Northampton County,
would get the machine. Company spokeswoman Jo Natale said
other stores being eyed for the machines could be Downingtown,
Chester County, and Warrington, Bucks County.

Wegmans sells wine through its restaurant liquor licenses, which
also allows the grocer to sell six- and 12-pack beers.

Jeff Metzger, publisher of the food industry trade magazine Food
World, said Wegmans' wine-by-the-glass feature is just another
piece of the chain's effort to break the typical "supermarket"
template.

He said Wegmans has been known for "innovating new ideas" in
the grocery and food service industry.

Wegmans and other chains like Whole Foods are becoming
strong contenders in dining as well as groceries. Wegmans
already has its popular Market Café with dishes like sushi, pizza,
steak and Thai food. The Allentown store is taking that a step
further by adding signs suggesting wine-by-the-glass pairings,
officials said.

What's next?

| suspect one day a local Wegmans could have "The Pub at
Wegmans,' the full-service bar at Wegmans in Collegeville,
Montgomery County. The bar includes beer on tap, fancier libations

like martinis and a full food menu that includes appetizers like fried calamari and entrees like New York strip

steak.

Is the Valley ready for that?

While Wegmans is reaching beyond for groceries, names like CVS, Walgreens and Rite Aid could be looking to
chip away atits market share by adding more food to their shelves.

It's just another piece of the one-stop-shop idea for the pharmacies, which bolstered their electronics inventory
and other gifts last Christmas.

The pharmacy chains are expanding groceries options, justlike Dollar Tree, Target and Walmart. It should
come as no surprise since the grocery marketplace is somewhatimmune to the bad economy. That's if you
consider that you can cut back on luxuries, but you always have to eat.

Arecent New York Times story mentioned how chains like CVS and Walgreens are renovating some stores in
the New York and Boston metro areas to house fresh and frozen groceries like sushi, vegetables and fruit.

Rite Aid, the Pennsylvania-based pharmacy that outnumbers all other such chains in the Lehigh Valley, has
been steadily growing its grocery selections, said company spokesman Eric Harkreader.

The chain jumped into the seasonal fray with ingredients for Thanksgiving's staple green bean casserole in
November and baked goods for Christmas.

"We're making a conscious effort to expand the selections and variety of grocery products, and that's done to
ensure we are the go-to destination for the 'fill-up' trip," Harkreader said.

The "fill-up" trip means the stuff you didn't get in your weekly trip to the supermarket.
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wkrupa7586 at 11:48 AM February 07,2011

It's about time PAmake some positive moves to be where many other states have been for a long
time. We do not need our union run PA State Stores, as it well past time to allow any and all food or
conveniencestores to start selling beer by the case and wine and liquor by the bottle. We don't need
someone who claims to be a wine expert because they went through a two hour class on how to pair
wine and smile while doing it, we can get enough smiles from the gal at the local grocers store.

david1206 at 6:38 AM February 07, 2011
Oh my God. Hide the children. WINE is actually for sale at Wegmans'

What's next. BEER in the cooler for sale by the can ?

ANDREW Slivovitza at 5:50 AM February 07,2011
Pennsyivania, welcome to the 20th century.
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